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t was with deep sadness and regret that we learned of the
death of Monsignor Seamus, on the 26th August, after a
short illness
Monsignor Seamus was from Kildare and had a very full life.
From his ordination in June 1963, he held a variety of roles
within the Archdiocese of Dublin, including Chaplain of
Mountjoy Prison, teacher, curate in both Sean McDermott
Street and Monkstown, and Dean of Clonliffe College. This
was all before becoming full time Chairman of Accord, The
Catholic Marriage Advisory Council, and Vicar General. In
1990 he became Monsignor. He was welcomed to
Booterstown as Parish Priest in 1993, and from 1996 to 2005
acted as Chairman of the Diocesan charity, Crosscare. He
became Pastor Emeritus in 2011.
The Monsignor was a visionary with exceptional organizational ability.
He set up sound parish structures at Booterstown including the Parish Pastoral Council,
the Finance and Administration Committee, and up to thirty voluntary groups. He had a
prodigious memory for faces and names, which meant so much to parishioners and
friends, many of whom would never have expected him to remember them or indeed
their family circumstances. He also had a wonderful understanding of people, with an
innate ability to match individual characteristics, talents and strengths to particular
ministries and committees for the benefit of all.
Monsignor Seamus had a great sense of humour, an infectious laugh, was a good
raconteur and was always in good form. He was interested in horse racing and never
missed the annual Punchestown Festival. He liked nothing better than discussing a GAA
match or a race, and went to watch his beloved Kildare play football as often as he could.

The Monsignor was a man of deep faith and compassion, an exceptional priest, pastor
and friend to so many. He always gave generously of his time to help, advise, console,
celebrate and visit parishioners in hospital and nursing homes.
Monsignor Seamus made a huge contribution, not alone to the Parish, but also to the
wider Booterstown community, where he was highly respected, really popular and loved.
He is very sadly missed.

www.booterstownparish.ie
Rest in peace, Monsignor Seamus.
Find us on Facebook

Our Parish during
Covid-19

e are living through unprecedented times that have affected
us all in different ways. Mass and the sacraments have been
curtailed since the outbreak of the virus. However, despite the
restrictions we have been able to continue to practise our Faith:

W

l We have had weddings, baptisms,
and funerals, albeit with reduced
numbers
l Smaller, more personal First Holy
Communion ceremonies were
celebrated during the Summer
l Mass went online via the webcam
l Communion was received by a
Spiritual Prayer
l Access allowed to the church
during the day to light a candle,
rest a while, and say a prayer
l No Mass collections; giving in
different ways
l When the restrictions were lifted
a huge offering of support from
volunteers or, as Fr. Gerry called
them “Guardian Angels”
l Parishioners returned to fill the
church to its maximum of 50 but
thankfully the Pastoral Centre
facilitated an overflow
l Numbers increased as people
recognised the safety procedures
implemented in the church
We may not be able to physically
gather in our church to practice our
faith but that doesn’t mean it has
gone away; we are still following in
Jesus’ footsteps in different ways by
protecting ourselves, our family and
loved ones by following the
Government guidelines on social
distancing to minimize the risk of
contracting the Corona virus.
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Financial
Situation

L

ike many
organisations across
Ireland, Church finances
have been affected by Covid-19
and unfortunately Booterstown Parish
is no different. We are incredibly grateful
for the continued support of parishioners to
pay for the administration, running, upkeep and
maintenance costs of the Parish in these most
difficult times. Without your many contributions, and
associated tax rebates, we would quickly be in severe
difficulty.

The Positives
l The Pastoral Centre: Proudly opened in March 2019
after a successful planning and development process.
Usage was gaining great momentum and was
becoming extremely popular when sadly Covid-19
curtailed its use. The Centre is to be used equally for
pastoral, community, and commercial purposes such
as meetings and we are examining the potential of
providing workstations for people remote working.
The concept is that the commercial and community
charges that are generated should pay for the pastoral
uses and cover all the running costs. We anticipated
that we were reaching that point and we are hopeful
that by 2021 the centre will be self-sustaining.
However, unfortunately, due to Covid-19, the cost of
running the Centre in 2020 will be approx. €20,000.

l The Buildings: We own two houses – the Parochial
house where the late Monsignor Conway lived and 52
Booterstown Avenue where Fr. Gerry lives. The
freehold of both had to be purchased by the Parish in
2019 for €100,000, to preserve legal title. Repairs and
maintenance are becoming increasingly expensive. In
consultation with Fr. Gerry, it has been decided to
dispose of 52 Booterstown Avenue. A sale of this
house will substantially reduce our €1,000,000 debt.

The McAuley Suite
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l The Parochial House: This building is in extremely poor
condition and needs considerable work carried out on
it before Fr. Gerry could move in and have it fit for
purpose. An assessment of what needs to be done and
at what cost is currently being carried out.
l Capital Commitments: The sale of No. 52 will
contribute significantly to reducing the two loans of
€500,000 each, however additional fund raising will be
required to meet the other commitments of €150,000
listed below.

l The Church: Recent renovations have included;
replacing the furniture, upgrading the heating system,
upgrading the lighting, improving the sound system,
the automation of the entrance doors, painting the
interior of the Church, changing the carpets in the
church and the gallery, repairs to the bell tower and
the main roof at a total cost of €950,000. This was
funded by the sinking fund we had built up over the
years from donations and by a loan of €500,000 from
the Diocese, secured by a mortgage on
52, Booterstown Avenue.

Capital Commitments

Amount

Repayment of loan on
The Pastoral Centre

€500,000

Repayment of the Diocesan
loan for the roof

€500,000

Cost of work on side roofs

€54,000

Extra costs relating to
Youth Club Building

€70,000

Repair of Church Organ –
remaining estimate
Refurbishment of Parochial House

l The Church Organ: we have been gifted significant
contributions for the necessary repairs of our
wonderful organ and these repairs are underway. The
organ was last upgraded in 1979. In late October, a
further gift of €5,500 was received from the family of
Monsignor Conway to cover the cost of a new
Soundboard for the Organ.

Painting of front of the Church
Total

€6,000
?
€20,000
€1,150,000

l Annual Running Costs: The accounts of the Parish are
audited as part of the combined audit of the Diocese.
The annual basic parish costs are of the order of
€235,000. These costs include heating, lighting,
insurance, website hosting, stationary, maintenance
and repairs to Parish property, salaries, bank interest,
administration costs and running costs of the parish

The Challenges
l Youth Club Building: It came to our attention that the
Youth Club building on the Rock Road was in a bad
state of repair and should not be used until a major
refurbishment was carried out. We closed the building
in June 2019. Following an appeal, we raised €61,650
and the required works were completed. On
reopening it was discovered that a further €70,000 is
required to comply with fire safety and TUSLA
regulations.
l The Church Roof: We were advised that the side roofs
of the church were also in need of significant works
but were hoping that this could be deferred for a
couple of years. Storm damage in the early part of the
year resulted in some slates falling off and for safety
reasons, we decided that the project costing €65,000
could wait no longer. We claimed on our insurance and
received almost €11,000 for repair works. The work
on one side is now complete. Painting the outside of
the church remains to be done.
l The Pastoral Centre: The new centre was completed
at a final cost of €2,350,000. Pledges, donations, fund
raising, and tax rebates raised €1,850,000. The
shortfall of €500,000 is funded by an unsecured loan
that is planned to be repaid from the sale of No. 52,
Booterstown Avenue.
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7. A donation by electronic transfer to account:
Booterstown Parish;
IBAN BOFI 9012 1258 0177 37;
BIC BOFI IE 2 D.
Donors are asked to ensure they include their name in
the payment reference for our administration
purposes and so ensure we can acknowledge
donations and arrange tax refund forms.

centre. The main sources of income to fund these
running costs comes principally from the standing
orders, donations, and tax rebates. This amounts to
approx. €160,000 per annum. In addition, other
sources which are irregular and uncertain, and go
towards annual expenses include
n Sponsorship of specific projects
n Bequests

Please note, Tax rebates are very significant for us. In
simple terms, where parishioners contribute €250 or
more in a year using one of the above methods of
payment, there is a very efficient system of reclaiming tax
on the contribution. The CHY3 forms may be downloaded
from www.Revenue.ie and we thank you for filling in and
returning the relevant forms to the Parish Office. By way
of example, a payment of €250 enables the parish to
claim back an additional €112.32 which is a wonderful
bonus

n Fundraising activities
n Pastoral Centre Income

In summary, the annual running costs of €235,000
and the shortfall on capital expenditure of approx.
€150,000, after the sale of No. 52, needs to be paid
for from your generous contributions. Below is how
you have contributed in the past and how you can
help us through the rest of 2020
and into 2021.

Appreciation
Finally, we would like to express our sincere thanks to
Fr. Gerry, the volunteers, all the Ministries and of course
Therese O‘Donoghue in the Parish office, Adrienne
Hughes in the Pastoral Centre and Maeliosa O ‘Donoghue
in finance for their dedication, commitment and for
maintaining our church facilities and making them
accessible to us during these challenging times. Without
you, we the parishioners would not have been able to
continue to practice our Faith.

How You Contribute
This is how you give and where it goes:
How You Give

Where it Goes

First & Second Collections
and Easter & Christmas dues

To the Diocese

Standing Orders, Donations,
Church envelopes, Bequests,
Fundraising, Charity Tax refunds.

To the Parish

Yours sincerely
The Finance and Administration

How You Can Help
Since the start of Covid-19 the income of the Parish has
drastically reduced principally because Masses have been
suspended and the parishioners are not visiting the
church as they would have done. We would be very
grateful if you could help us improve the financial
situation by using one or more of the following:
1. Complete a Standing Order Form to make a regular
contribution.
2. Make a monthly contribution using the church
envelopes which are available in the Parish Office.
3. Make a cheque payable to “Booterstown Parish” and
drop into the letter box outside the Parish Office or
into the office any day except Mondays.
4. Consider a one-off donation to cover a specific project
such as the side roofs, the Youth Club or staff salaries.
5. Donation online by using the “Donate” button on the
website, from which a commission is deducted by a
third party.

Therese O’Donoghue being presented with her
Benemerenti Award by Monsignor Seamus and
Fr. Gerry beside the memory tree.

6. Card machine available at reception in The Pastoral
Centre to make your donation to Parish funds
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE RUNNING COSTS OF THE PARISH
(Electricity – Heating – Insurance – Parish Office – Repairs)

I/we would like to contribute by pledging to pay the sum of €
Weekly

Monthly

Quarterly

Half Yearly

Annually

Method of Contribution
Bankers Order

Cheque / Cash

Monthly Envelope System

Name:
Address:
Tel:

Email:
Bankers Order

To

The Manager:

(Bank)
(Branch)

I/We authorise you to debit my/our account
IBAN:
With the sum of

BIC:
€

for the credit of

Booterstown Parish, Bank Account
IBAN IE60 BOFI 9012 12580177 37
BIC BOFIIE2D
Commencing on ___/____/______ , please charge these payments to my account
Monthly

Quarterly

Half Yearly

Annually

Name of Account:
Authorised Signature:
Please return the completed form to:
The Parish Secretary, Booterstown Parish Office,
67 Booterstown Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
Tel. 01 283 1593.
For office purposes only: please quote reference

on each payment.

Would you like to give more, for free?
We can claim a refund of tax for contributions of over €250 per annum.
This can increase the value of your contribution by up to 45%. If you would like to learn more please
tick here and we will send you the tax form [ ]
Please return this form to Booterstown Parish Office, c/o 67 Booterstown Avenue, Booterstown, Co. Dublin.

