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The Nativity
of Our Lord
25th December 2021
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As the priest and servers approach the altar,
the Entrance Antiphon may be said
or an entrance hymn sung.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

At MAss DurIng thE nIght
Ps 2: 7
The Lord said to me: You are my Son.
It is I who have begotten you this day.

DAwn MAss
Cf. Is 9: 1, 5; Lk 1: 33
Today a light will shine upon us, for the Lord
is born for us;
and he will be called Wondrous God,
Prince of peace, Father of future ages:
and his reign will be without end.

DAy MAss
Cf. Is 9: 5
A child is born for us, and a son is given to us;
his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called Messenger of great
counsel.

Entrance Hymns

O come all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him
Born the Kings of Angels:

Refrain:
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
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Sing choirs of angels
Sing in exultation
Sing, all ye citizens O Heaven
above;
‘Glory to God. In the highest’:
Refrain
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing:
Refrain

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er our plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain: Gloria in Excelsis Deo
Gloria in Excelsis Deo
Come to Bethlehem, and see
Him whose birth the angels sing!
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ, the Lord, the new-born King.
Refrain
See Him in a manger laid
Whom the choirs of angels praise!
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid
While our hearts in love we raise.
Refrain
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Priest: X In the name of the Father and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And with your spirit.
PEnItEntIAL ACt
Brothers and sisters,
let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to
celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince
of peace: Lord have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of
Mary: Christ have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and
splendour of the Father: Lord have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
the absolution by the priest follows:
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

gLOrIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of
the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
At thE MAss DurIng thE nIght
O God, who have made this most sacred
night radiant with the splendour of the true
light, grant, we pray, that we, who have
known the mysteries of his light on earth,
may also delight in his gladness in heaven.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
DAwn MAss
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, as we are bathed in the new radiance
of your incarnate Word, the light of faith,
which illumines our minds,
may also shine through in our deeds.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, and ever.
Amen.

DAy MAss
O God, who wonderfully created the dignity
of human nature and still more wonderfully
restored it, grant, we pray,
that we may share in the divinity of Christ,
who humbled himself to share
in our humanity.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
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Liturgy of the Word - Mass During the Night
FIrst rEADIng

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

9:1-7

The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone.
You have made their gladness greater,
you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence
as men rejoice at harvest time,
as men are happy when they are dividing
the spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders
the rod of his oppressor,
these you break as on the day of Midian.
For all the footgear of battle,
every cloak rolled in blood,
is burnt and consumed by fire.
For there is a child born for us,
a son given to us
and dominion is laid on his shoulders;
and this is the name they give him:
Wonderful-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.
Wide is his dominion
in a peace that has no end,
for the throne of David
and for his royal power,
which he established and makes secure
in justice and integrity.
From this time onwards and for ever,
the jealous love of the Lord of hosts
will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
rEsPOnsOrIAL PsALM Ps 95:1-3, 11-13
R. Today a saviour has been born to us:
he is Christ the Lord.
1. O sing a new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.)
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2. Proclaim his help day by day,
tell among the nations his glory and his
wonders among all the peoples. (R.)

3. Let the heavens rejoice
and the earth be glad,
let the sea and all within it thunder praise,
let the land and all it bears rejoice,
all the trees of the wood shout for joy
at the presence of the Lord for he comes,
he comes to rule the earth. (R.)

4. With justice he will rule the world,
he will judge the peoples with his truth.
(R.)

sECOnD rEADIng
(2:11-14)
A reading from the letter of St Paul to
Titus

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has
made salvation possible for the whole human
race and taught us that what we have to do
is to give up everything that does not lead to
God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must
be self-restrained and live good and religious
lives here in this present world, while we are
waiting in hope for the blessing which will
come with the Appearing of the glory of our
great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He
sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free
from all wickedness and to purify a people so
that it could be his very own and would have
no ambition except to do good.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMAtIOn
(Luke 2:10-11)
Alleluia, alleluia!
I bring you news of great joy:
Today a saviour has been born to us,
Christ the Lord.
Alleluia.
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gOsPEL

The Lord be with you.

And with your Spirit.

(2:1-14)

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a
census of the whole world to be taken. This
census – the first – took place while Quirinius
was governor of Syria, and everyone went to
his own town to be registered. So Joseph set
out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and
travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David
called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s
House and line, in order to be registered
together with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. While they were there the time
came for her to have her child, and she gave
birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger because there was no room for them

at the inn. In the countryside close by there
were shepherds who lived in the fields and
took it in turns to watch their flocks during the
night. The angel of the Lord appeared to them
and the glory of the Lord shone round them.
They were terrified, but the angel said, “Do
not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great
joy, a joy to be shared by the whole people.
Today in the town of David a saviour has
been born to you: he is Christ the Lord. And
here is a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly with the angel there
was a great throng of the heavenly host,
praising God and singing:
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace to men who enjoy his favour”.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
See page 8 for Profession of Faith

Liturgy of the Word - Dawn Mass
FIrst rEADIng

(62:11-12)

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

This the Lord proclaims
to the ends of the earth:
Say to the daughter of Zion, “Look,
your saviour comes,
the prize of his victory with him,
his trophies before him.”
They shall be called “The Holy People”,
“The Lord’s Redeemed”.
And you shall be called “The sought-after”,
“City-not-forsaken”.

2. Light shines forth for the just
and joy for the upright of heart.
Rejoice, you just, in the Lord;
give glory to his holy name. (R.)
sECOnD rEADIng

(3:4-7)

A reading from the letter of St. Paul
to Titus
When the kindness and love of God our
saviour for mankind were revealed, it was
not because he was concerned with any
righteous actions we might have done
ourselves; it was for no reason except his
The word of the Lord.
own compassion that he saved us, by
Thanks be to God.
means of the cleansing water of rebirth and
by renewing us with the Holy Spirit which he
rEsPOnsOrIAL Psalm (Ps 96:1,6.11-12)
has so generously poured over us through
R. This day new light will shine upon
Jesus Christ our saviour. He did this so that
the earth: the Lord is born for us.
we should be justified by his grace, to
1. The Lord is king, let earth rejoice,
become heirs looking forward to inheriting
the many coastlands be glad.
eternal life.
The skies proclaim his justice;
The word of the Lord.
all peoples see his glory. (R.)
Thanks be to God.
December 25, 2021
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ACCLAMAtIOn
(Luke 2:14)
Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.
Alleluia!
gOsPEL

The Lord be with you.

And with your Spirit.

(2:15-20)

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when the angels had gone from them
into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see

this thing that has happened which the Lord
has made known to us.” So they hurried
away and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby lying in the manger. When they saw the
child they repeated what they had been told
about him, and everyone who heard it was
astonished at what the shepherds had to say.
As for Mary she treasured all these things
and pondered them in her heart. And the
shepherds went back glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen; it was
exactly as they had been told.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
See page 8 for Profession of Faith

Liturgy of the Word - Day Mass
FIrst rEADIng
(52:7-10)
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
How beautiful on the mountains,
are the feet of one who brings good news,
who heralds peace, brings happiness,
proclaims salvation,
and tells Zion,
“Your God is king!”
Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices,
they shout for joy together,
for they see the Lord face to face,
as he returns to Zion.
Break into shouts of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord is consoling his people,
redeeming Jerusalem.
The Lord bares his holy arm,
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see,
the salvation of our God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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rEsPOnsOrIAL PsALM (Ps 97:1-6.r.v.3)
R. All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
1. Sing a new song to the Lord
for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm
have brought salvation. (R.)

2. The Lord has made known his salvation;
has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love
for the house of Israel. (R.)
3. All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord all the earth,
ring out for joy. (R.)

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp,
with the sound of music.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.)
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sECOnD rEADIng

(1:1-6)

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
At various times in the past and in various
different ways, God spoke to our ancestors
through the prophets; but in our own time, the
last days, he has spoken to us through his
Son, the Son that he has appointed to inherit
everything and through whom he made
everything there is. He is the radiant light of
God’s glory and the perfect copy of his nature,
sustaining the universe by his powerful
command; and now that he has destroyed the
defilement of sin, he has gone to take his
place in heaven at the right hand of divine
Majesty. So he is now as far above the angels
as the title which he has inherited is higher
than their own name.
God has never said to any angel: You are my
Son, today I have become your father; or: I will
be a father to him and he a son to me. Again,
when he brings the First-born into the world
he says: Let all the angels of God worship
him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ACCLAMAtIOn
Alleluia, alleluia!
A hallowed day has dawned upon us.
Come, you nations, worship the Lord,
for today a great light
has shone down upon the earth.
Alleluia!
gOsPEL
The Lord be with you.
And with your Spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

(1:1-18)

In the beginning was the Word:
the Word was with God
and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things came to be,
not one thing had its being but through him

All that came to be had life in him
and that life was the light of men,
a light that shines in the dark,
a light that darkness could not overpower.
A man came, sent by God.
His name was John.
He came as a witness,
as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the light.
The Word was the true light
that enlightens all men;
and he was coming into the world.
He was in the world
that had its being through him
and the world did not know him.
He came to his own domain
and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who did accept him
he gave power to become children of God,
to all who believe in the name of him
who was born not out of human stock
or urge of the flesh
or will of man but of God himself.
The Word was made flesh, he lived among
us, and we saw his glory,
the glory that is his as the only Son of the
Father,
full of grace and truth.
John appears as his witness. He proclaims:
“This is the one of whom I said:
He who comes after me ranks before me
because he existed before me.”
Indeed, from his fullness we have,
all of us, received –
yes, grace in return for grace,
since, though the Law was given through
Moses,
grace and truth have come through Jesus
Christ.
No one has ever seen God;
it is the only Son,
who is nearest to the Father’s heart,
who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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hOMILy
PrOFEssIOn OF FAIth
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(All bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of
the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and
the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the
prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection
of the dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
PrAyEr OF thE FAIthFuL

the priest presides at the prayer.
with a brief introduction, he invites the
people to pray: after the intentions he
says the concluding prayer.

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Instrumental / Organ /
Accompaniment / Hymn
During the procession
with the gifts

8

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth;
For Christ is born of Mary;
And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.
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raising the host, the priest says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.

the priest pours wine and a little water into the
chalice, saying quietly:

By the mystery of this water and wine
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ,
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.
raising the chalice, the priest says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
It will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God for ever.
the priest says quietly:

With humble spirit and contrite heart
may we be accepted by you, O Lord,
and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, Lord God.
the priest washes his hands saying quietly:

Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity;
and cleanse me from my sin.
Facing the people the priest says:

Pray, brothers and sisters,
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good
and the good of all his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

At MAss DurIng thE nIght
May the oblation of this day’s feast
be pleasing to you, O Lord, we pray,
that through this most holy exchange
we may be found in the likeness of Christ,
in whom our nature is united to you.
Who lives and reigns forever and ever.
Amen.
DAwn MAss
May our offerings be worthy, we pray,
O Lord,
of the mysteries of the Nativity this day,
that, just as Christ was born a man and
also shone forth as God,
so these earthly gifts may confer on us
what is divine.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DAy MAss
Make acceptable, O Lord, our oblation on
this solemn day,
when you manifested the reconciliation
that makes us wholly pleasing in your sight
and inaugurated for us the fullness of
divine worship.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

December 25, 2021
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PrEFACE:
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

PrEFACE I OF nAtIVIty
It is truly right and just, our duty and our
salvation, always and everywhere to give you
thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and
eternal God.
For in the mystery of the Word made flesh
a new light of your glory has shone upon the
eyes of our mind, so that, as we recognise in
him God made visible, we may be caught up
through him in love of things invisible.
And so, with Angels and Archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

PrEFACE II OF nAtIVIty

It is truly right and just, our duty and our
salvation, always and everywhere to give you
thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
For on the feast of this awe-filled mystery,
though invisible in his own divine nature,
he has appeared visibly in ours;
and begotten before all ages,
he has begun to exist in time;
so that, raising up in himself all that was cast
down, he might restore unity to all creation
and call straying humanity back to the
heavenly Kingdom.
And so, with all the Angels, we praise you,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:

PrEFACE III OF nAtIVIty
It is truly right and just, our duty and our
salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
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For through him the holy exchange that
restores our life has shone forth today in
splendour:
when our frailty is assumed by your Word
not only does human mortality receive
unending honour but by this wondrous union
we, too, are made eternal.
And so, in company with the choirs of Angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
EuChArIstIC PrAyEr I
see page 12 for Eucharistic Prayer II

To you, therefore, most merciful Father,
we make humble prayer and petition
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord:
that you accept
and bless these gifts, these offerings,
these holy and unblemished sacrifices,
which we offer you firstly
for your holy catholic Church.
Be pleased to grant her peace,
to guard, unite and govern her
throughout the whole world,
together with your servant Francis
our Pope and N. our Bishop,
his assistant bishop(s)
and all those who, holding to the truth,
hand on the catholic and apostolic faith.
Remember, Lord, your servants N. and N.
and all gathered here,
whose faith and devotion are known to you.
For them we offer you this sacrifice of praise
or they offer it for themselves
and all who are dear to them:
for the redemption of their souls,
in hope of health and well-being,
and paying their homage to you,
the eternal God, living and true.

Celebrating the most sacred night (day)
on which blessed Mary the immaculate
Virgin brought forth the Saviour for this world,
December 25, 2021
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and in communion with those whose
memory we venerate,
especially the glorious ever-Virgin Mary,
Mother of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ,
and blessed Joseph, her Spouse,
your blessed Apostles and Martyrs,
Peter and Paul, Andrew,
[James, John,
Thomas, James, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew,
Simon and Jude;
Linus, Cletus, Clement, Sixtus,
Cornelius, Cyprian,
Lawrence, Chrysogonus,
John and Paul,
Cosmas and Damian]
and all your Saints;
we ask this through their merits and prayers,
in all things we may be defended
by your protecting help.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Therefore, Lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family;
order our days in your peace,
and command that we be delivered from
eternal damnation
and counted among the flock of those
you have chosen.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen
holding his hands extended over the offerings, he
says:

Be pleased, O God, we pray,
to bless, acknowledge,
and approve this offering in every respect;
make it spiritual and acceptable,
so that it may become for us
the Body and Blood of your most beloved
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the day before he was to suffer
he took bread in his holy and venerable
hands, and with eyes raised to heaven
to you, O God, his almighty Father,
giving you thanks he said the blessing,
broke the bread
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised
above the altar, continues:

he took this precious chalice
in his holy and venerable hands,
and once more giving you thanks, he said
the blessing
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
he bows slightly.

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU,
AND DRINK FROM IT,
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL
COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU
AND FOR MANY
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

The mystery of faith

We proclaim your death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

Therefore, O Lord,
as we celebrate the memorial of the
blessed Passion,
the Resurrection from the dead,
and the glorious Ascension into heaven
of Christ, your Son, our Lord,
we, your servants and your holy people,
offer to your glorious majesty
from the gifts that you have given us,
this pure victim,
this holy victim,
this spotless victim,
the holy Bread of eternal life
and the Chalice of everlasting salvation.

Be pleased to look upon these offerings
with a serene and kindly countenance,
and to accept them,
as once you were pleased to accept
the gifts of your servant Abel the just,
the sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith,
and the offering of your high priest
Melchizedek,
a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim.

December 25, 2021
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Bowing, with hands joined, he continues:

In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God:
command that these gifts be borne
by the hands of your holy Angel
to your altar on high
in the sight of your divine majesty,
so that all of us who through this
participation at the altar
receive the most holy Body
and Blood of your Son may be filled with
every grace and heavenly blessing.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen
Commemoration of the Dead

Remember also, Lord,
your servants N. and N.,
who have gone before us with
the sign of faith
and rest in the sleep of peace.

then, with hands extended, he continues:

Grant them, O Lord, we pray,
and all who sleep in Christ,
a place of refreshment, light and peace.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen

he strikes his breast with his right hand, saying:

To us, also, your servants, who though
sinners, hope in your abundant mercies,
graciously grant some share
and fellowship with your holy Apostles and
Martyrs: with John the Baptist, Stephen,
Matthias, Barnabas,
[Ignatius, Alexander,
Marcellinus, Peter,
Felicity, Perpetua,
Agatha, Lucy,
Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia]
and all your Saints;
admit us, we beseech you,
into their company,
not weighing our merits,
12

but granting us your pardon,
through Christ our Lord.
Through whom
you continue to make all these good things,
O Lord;
you sanctify them, fill them with life,
bless them, and bestow them upon us.

he takes the chalice and the paten with the host
and, elevating both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honour is yours,
forever and ever.
Amen.

EuChArIstIC PrAyEr II
Preface I, II or III for Christmas see page 10
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
the Priest, with hands extended, says:

You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
the fount of all holiness.

Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray,
by sending down your Spirit upon them like
the dewfall,
so that they may become for us
the Body + and Blood of our Lord, Jesus
Christ.
At the time he was betrayed
and entered willingly into his Passion,
he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice
and, once more giving thanks,
he gave it to his disciples, saying:
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TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
Communion Rite
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL
COVENANT,
the priest with his hands joined says:
At the Saviour’s command
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU
and formed by divine teaching,
AND FOR MANY
we dare to say:
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
The mystery of faith
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we may always be free from sin
we proclaim your death, O Lord,
and safe from all distress,
until you come again.
as we await the blessed hope
Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus
Christ.
of his Death and Resurrection,
we offer you, Lord,the Bread of life and the
For the kingdom, the power and the glory
Chalice of salvation,
are yours now and for ever.
giving thanks that you have held us worthy
Lord Jesus Christ,
to be in your presence and minister to you.
who said to your Apostles:
Humbly we pray that, partaking of the
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you;
Body and Blood of Christ, we may be
look not on our sins,
gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.
but on the faith of your Church,
Remember, Lord, your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity in
accordance with your will.
spread throughout the world,
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
Amen.
together with Francis our Pope and N. our
Bishop, his assistant bishop(s)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
and all the clergy.
And with your spirit.
Remember also our brothers and sisters
who have fallen asleep in the hope of
the resurrection,
and all who have died in your mercy:
welcome them into the light of your face.
Have mercy on us all, we pray,
that with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of God, with blessed Joseph, her
Spouse,
with the blessed Apostles,
and all the Saints who have pleased you
throughout the ages,
we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life,
we may praise and glorify you
through your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honour is yours,
for ever and ever.
Amen

the priest may add these or similar words.

Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
the priest places a small piece of the host
in the chalice saying quietly:

May this mingling of the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ
bring eternal life to us who receive it.
Meanwhile the people sing or say:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world: grant us peace.
the priest says quietly:

May the receiving of your Body and Blood,
Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment
and condemnation,
but through your loving mercy
be for me protection in mind and body,
and a healing remedy.
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raising the host the priest says:

Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the
world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of
the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

At MAss DurIng thE nIght Jn 1:14
The Word became flesh, and we have
seen his glory.

DAwn MAss
Zec 9: 9
Rejoice, O Daughter Sion;
lift up praise, Daughter Jerusalem:
Behold, your King will come,
the Holy One and Saviour of the world.
DAy MAss
Ps 97: 3
All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.

Communion Hymns
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his
sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down
where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes;
I love thee, Lord Jesus!
Look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning
is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children
in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven,
to live with thee there.

14

Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled;
Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
R: Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King!

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring off a virgin’s womb!
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with us do dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
R: Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King!

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth.
Born to give us second birth.
R: Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King!

PrIVAtE PrAyErs AFtEr COMMunIOn

Lord Jesus, you emptied yourself
when you took on our human weakness.
You shared in our humanity
so that we could share in your divinity.
We welcome you with joy, as our
Redeemer.
With Mary and Joseph,
we embrace you with love.
With the shepherds, we adore you.
Lord Jesus, you revealed the meaning
of human life; may we never fail to give
thanks for all you have given us.
You became the brother of every person
and our bond of peace with one another;
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teach us to love one another.
Give our families the grace of harmony and
peace; bless those who cannot be at home
with us; give hope to the sick,
the poor and the lonely;
remember those in prison,
stay with them in their sorrow;
may your message of peace
ring out again in our community
and may our dead see your face
and live in the glory you won for them.

Prayer After Communion
At MAss DurIng thE nIght
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
that we, who are gladdened by participation
in the feast of our Redeemer’s Nativity,
may through an honourable way of life
become worthy of union with him.
Who lives and reigns forever and ever.
Amen.
DAwn MAss
Grant us, Lord, as we honour with joyful
devotion the Nativity of your Son,
that we may come to know with fullness of
faith the hidden depths of this mystery
and to love them ever more and more.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAy MAss
Grant, O merciful God, that, just as the
Saviour of the world, born this day,
is the author of divine generation for us,
so he may be the giver even of immortality.
Who lives and reigns forever and ever.
Amen.

The Concluding Rites

The Lord be with you.
And with your Spirit.

the Priest blesses the people, saying:

May the God of infinite goodness,
who by the Incarnation of his Son has
driven darkness from the world

and by that glorious Birth has illumined this
most holy night (day), drive far from you
the darkness of vice and illumine your
hearts with the light of virtue.
Amen.
May God, who willed that the great joy
of his Son’s saving birth
be announced to shepherds by the Angel,
fill your minds with the gladness he gives
and make you heralds of his Gospel.
Amen.

And may God, who by the Incarnation
brought together the earthly and
heavenly realm,
fill you with the gift of his peace and favour
and make you sharers with the Church in
heaven.
Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, and the
Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with
you for ever.
Amen.

the Priest with hands joined and facing the
people, says:

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your
life.
Thanks be to God.
RECESSIONAL HYMN

Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright:
‘Round yon Virgin Mother and Child,
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ, the Saviour is born,
Christ, the Saviour is born.
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A Selection Of Carols
ADESTE, FIDELES

Adeste, fideles,
Laeti triumphantes;
Venite, venite in Bethlehem;
Natum videte
Regem angelorum:
Venite adoremus,
Venite adoremus,
Venite adoremus Dominum.

Deum de Deo
Lumen de lumine
Gestant puellae viscera:
Deum verum,
Genitum, non factum:
Venite, adoremus
Venite, adoremus
Venite, adoremus Dominum.
COME, COME, COME TO THE MANGER
Refrain:
Come, come, come to the Manger,
Children come, to the Children’s King.
Sing, sing chorus of Angels.
Stars of morning, o’er Bethlehem sing.

He lies ‘mid the beasts of the stall
Who is Maker and Lord of us all.
The wintry winds blows cold and dreary
See He weeps, the world is weary.
Lord, have pity and mercy on me.
Refrain

He leaves all His glory behind
To be born and to die for mankind.
With grateful beasts His cradle chooses
Thankless man His love refuses.
Lord have pity and mercy on me.
Refrain
To the Manger of Bethlehem, come,
To the Saviour Emmanuel’s home.
The heavenly Hosts above are singing.
Set the Christmas bells a-ringing.
Lord have pity and mercy on me.
Refrain

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY
Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a Mother laid her Baby
In a manger for his bed:
Mary was that Mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And through all his wondrous childhood
he would honour and obey,
love and watch the lowly maiden
in whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all must be
mild, obedient, good as he.
For he is our childhood’s pattern,
day by day like us he grew;
he was little, weak and helpless,
tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness,
and he shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him
through his own redeeming love,
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.

THE FIRST NOWELL

The first Nowell the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds
in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell
Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star,
Shining in the east, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night. R
This star drew nigh to the north-west,
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
And there it did both stop and stay
Right over the place where Jesus lay. R
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